Notes from Core Group Meeting 8/9/09, held at Anne’s
Present: Anne Harley; Lesley Thexton; John Seymour; Andrew Worsley; Jacky Smith (notetaker)
Apologies: Marilyn Jones; Michael Dunwell;
What’s going on?

Andrew reported back from the Magnificent Severn event & recommended that we contact www.aquascientific.com to see an idea that could make the barrage superfluous.  We agreed that we ought to take up the idea of the micro hydro day at the Dean Heritage Centre again.

Seed saving – the group has started to get going but progress is slow.

The Hub project: we’ve had 3 meetings and made some progress towards formulating a project that could get LAG funding.  However it will need to find a champion if it is to work.

Anne & Lesley had been to speak to the people at the Brockweir community shop, and been convinced that the required turnover would just be too large to make a retail outlet viable.  But the idea of organising a venue to do 3 basic jobs

· Support for community groups 

· Exhibition space for local organisations (including schools etc)

· Information supplier on green & other issues

Where it could be a drop-in shop-front, rather than a presence on the web, could attract funding.  The selling point would be that it would turn the disparate separate projects into a coherent programme, and provide many of the performance statistics that the LAG will need.

Country Market: - will be running on Saturday in the Feathers in Coleford as well as Friday in the Angel.
10:10 campaign: We agreed that trying to get people to sign up to cutting their carbon footprint using the 10:10 label might help us make progress.  We agreed that it would be a good idea to arrange a public meeting for mid-October, maybe in the Bailey;  but this would need some good publicity.  We wondered whether some of the people on the LAG would be prepared to sign up in public, perhaps at the Forest Showcase, and perhaps we could get a photo of the event in the local press?

The way to spread it in the Forest would have to be one community at a time, with an appropriate project or theme.  But the October meeting would be intended to start forming local groups for mutual support so that the carbon footprint work would become a social activity.

Next meeting to be arranged once Marilyn & Michael can be consulted.

