Notes from Core Group Meeting 08/12/09, held at the Bailey Inn, Yorkley
Present: Anne Harley; John Seymour; Andrew Worsley ; Lesley Thexton; Vlasta Rhea; Jacky Smith (notetaker)
Apologies: Marilyn Jones; Michael Dunwell
Doing the usual round robin about other groups, Anne said that the Coleford Country Market had gained some new producers and was carrying on with the Saturday market after Christmas, but could do with more customers as well as more providers.  Jacky offered to give it another slot in the newsletter.

People from Garden Partners will be doing a presentation at the Ruspidge gardening club in early January, but there are no other new areas coming forward at the moment.  We have found that it is fairly easy to find small patches of land in the Forest but much harder to find gardeners.  We wondered whether we could learn from areas that have had greater success starting from a guerrilla gardening initiative.

Website:  Jacky asked for ideas for new pages on the site; the group agreed that we could add a page with more challenging remarks about how the human race is sleepwalking into disaster, based on comments on Copenhagen, and one that identifies what individuals have done locally in response.  Jacky said that she would mock something up and send it round for comments.
Further initiatives:

Vlasta asked about progress on 10:10, and wondered whether we could do more to get people together to talk about climate change and peak oil.

We agreed that in an area like the forest this is the nub of the problem we face, particularly because it is so much a dormitory area.

Anne said that she would raise transition issues with the Deaneries, the local group that co-ordinates local churches.

Lesley agreed to have a go at writing an article for the Review about Garden Partners.
Andrew asked whether anyone had any ideas about how to encourage people to insulate their homes.  We talked about the “super-insulating Newent” pilot project, and the offer from the EST to provide leaflets that could be delivered through peoples’ doors that allowed them to get a free home energy efficiency report.  We agreed that we would get sample leaflets and reports and see whether they might be useful.

John offered to contact other local transition initiatives with a view to getting together to talk about what works and what doesn’t.

We also had  a brief discussion about whether we should carry on meeting in pubs rather than peoples’ houses and agreed that we should.  

Next meeting 12th Jan, 7:30pm, probably at the Anchor, Lydbrook.

