Notes from Core Group Meeting 9/3/10, held at the Malt Shovel Inn, Ruardean
Present: Anne Harley, Andrew Worsley, Lesley Thexton, Jacky Smith (notetaker), Marilyn Jones, Michael Dunwell, Dave Harley, Clare Knapman, Roger Wade, Trevor Roach

Apologies: John Seymour

Energy Group:  Kate, Andrew and Clare had met since the last meeting to start work on developing an energy group.  They are interested in working with schools to try to integrate transition type ideas into the curriculum.  Roger and Trevor may be interested in joining them.

We discussed possible resources, including the energy meters provided by SWEA for Transition FoD (one of which Jacky has), information packs available from the Welsh Assembly and SWEA and the work being done by SuperInsulating Newent.  They may also be able to work with Vision 21.
The Seed Savers group is planning to meet bi-monthly instead of twice a year as originally planned.

Garden Partners has established a new partnership in Ruardean.  We discussed the problems they are having finding gardeners; it may be that the allotments association might be a useful source of temporary partners (while allotments are established), but we also discussed the possibility of developing a “gardening basics” short course with Dean Community Foods and maybe Shepherds Purse (Harts Barn).

Dean Community Foods has its first AGM on March 29th and is making good progress towards producing enough vegetables to provide a box scheme for its members.

The Country Market is struggling to find a new treasurer.  They are concerned about having an aging group of producers and customers; the meeting came up with a few ideas like leafleting suitable stall holders at car boot sales, and holding the markets in different villages where there is less competition.

We discussed the proposal from Transition Hereford to join the “transition together” project, which is another “local champion” scheme, with Transition Network funding.  We agreed that this was not something we wanted to pursue at the moment – it overlaps too much with SuperInsulating Newent and no-one came forward to take it on – but that we would want to be kept informed.  Jacky will write to them to say that.
We also heard from Michael about the planned survey of vulnerabilities and resources in the Forest.  The Transition Network is aware of a number of initiatives of this type around the country and may be able to help in practical ways with the administration.  A small group is meeting to take the project forward; a first draft of the research specification has been shared around this group and is being worked on.

We will meet again on Wednesday 21st April, maybe at the Fountain Inn, Parkend.
