Notes from Core Group Meeting 24/3/09, held at John’s
Present: Lesley Thexton; John Seymour; Anne Harley; Marilyn Jones; Jacky Smith (notetaker)

Apologies: Andrew Worsley; Michael Dunwell
Existing schemes:

Garden Partners had 2 good meetings last week and are hoping to work with Bream Gardening Society to develop a scheme in Bream.  The Ruardean leafleting has produced a lot of people with gardens but very few potential gardeners; the Ruardean launch will be on April 6th.  Jacky to put a note about “where have all the gardeners gone?” in the next enewsletter.
The CSA is having a Sowing Day on Easter Monday from 11:00 – 3:00, hoping to get people to come and join in.  This will go out on the next transition email.
The allotments group is developing local groups to support campaigns for allotments in particular parishes.  However some of the people who signed forms to say they wanted allotments are not coming forward to join the association even when contacted by their parish groups.

Jacky had spoken to Joy Simpson about putting LETS news on the email round robins – Lesley to follow up and write a piece about LETs for an enewsletter and tell Jacky about the dates.

Joy had also come up with a good way of reaching people with no email – she had printed out the email and given it to James; Jacky asked Doug if he would be OK with James delivering this to him when he’d read it, and he said that this would be great.  Then we need someone for Doug to deliver it to….

We could also publicise the Country Market in the enewsletter.

Upcoming meetings:

Many of us are planning to go to the event at Newent on the 3rd April. 

It would be good if we could have some display boards for this – Jacky to see if she can borrow some from work. Anne had found out that they cost about £100 to buy and the group agreed that we should see how much money we have in the kitty and think about buying some – either commercial ones, or maybe getting the LETs carpenter to make some – Lesley to investigate.  Publicity material to be emailed to Anne who can print it out & encapsulate it.
Possible projects: Updates
Buildings: Renovating existing buildings (in particular, Forest stone buildings) to improve their energy efficiency – there was some interest in a new building techniques group but this seems to have evaporated.  We revisited this idea and felt that we might be able to get some interest with a “things you can do now” webpage.  Jacky to draft something and send it round for comment – it could also include mention of the credit union, LETs and the country market.
Energy generation: Jacky is visiting the scheme in Tintern on Friday to investigate the possibility of a group visit in April.
Local currencies – John to talk to the Harts Barn people and also to email the economist who invented the ROC scheme to see if he would help us pilot it.
Allotments: West Dean parish council has found potential allotment sites in the South of their area
Harts Barn: Marilyn had been in touch with the people involved and proposed a meeting but had not heard back yet.  Lesley and the Allotments group representative from Micheldean will go to the meeting to see if land can be made available for allotments.
Seed banks and seed saving – Andrew has emailed to Tyll at the Lower George, about running a meeting there in May but has not had an answer.
Informal community education: we discussed whether we could develop some of this, eg “gardening beginners club” or a reminiscence group with the U3A, Gloucestershire Older People’s Assembly and the Dean Heritage Museum.  Jacky could email to GOPA to see what they thought.

DVD: John reminded us that Andy’s film project was on the back burner and offered to see what was happening on this one.

District heating & combined heat & power – Ragmans are putting in a system & might be interested in a meeting / group visit (no progress)
Insulation – Chepstow did a good campaign on this (no progress)
Eco-villages and co-housing schemes (no progress)
Cookery training – Harts Barn are interested in doing this as well (no progress)
Training/mentoring for social entrepreneurs & soft skills development – should be handled as we develop new projects (no progress)
“Beyond organic” – better ways to grow and produce (no progress)
Next meeting: At Jacky’s, 14th April 2009, 7:30pm
