
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter:  Novem ber, 2007  
  

Welcome to our second Newsletter  - aiming to keep everyone informed on news and 
developments for our Transition to a vibrant low energy future in the Forest of Dean area.  If 
there is anything you would like to contribute to future editions please email me or call 01594 
529688.  If you are new to Transition there is more info at  www.transitionforest.org.uk 
  
Events Round Up 
 
Screenings/Presentations  
On 3rd October we made our second trip to Newent for a screening at the Memorial Hall.  We 
showed a 20 minute film by Rob Hopkins explaining in detail the Transition concept.  Around 
60 people then took part in our first Open Space session facilitated by Matt Dunwell.   

For those who missed it here are links for viewing in 2 parts. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3B0zQ1pJAaY 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhyIl_YBQz0 
 
The areas for workshop discussion selected by those participating were: 
FOOD 
CONSUME LESS 
BITTER PILL SWEETENING 
CARBON FOOTPRINT 
SOLAR/ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
CLIMATE CHANGE SUPPERS 
COMMUNICATION 
 
A write up for the event is now on the website under the Events forum category.   
 
On Sunday 7th October we put together a Transition FOD stall for the Forest Food Showcase. 
The event overall was really well attended and we received a lot of interest, adding many 
names to our email list.   Thanks to all volunteers for help with preparation of material, printing 
and manning the stall.  If you are interested in running a stall at a local event near you please 
get in touch – we can probably provide material now. 
 
On the 14th October, I gave a presentation on climate change (local issues) to Y10 pupils from 
Whitecross School who were attending a 3 day course at The Wilderness Centre.   The group 
were attentive and even got involved in some role playing around the issues and how climate 
change is perceived.  
 
Andrew is presenting to sixth form Environmental Science students at RFDC this Friday and 
we have made recent contact with both Wyedean, Heywood and Newent schools with a view 
to offering similar services/expertise/input.    
 



On October 19th we held a second public screening of The Power of Community  
(the inspirational story of how Cubans responded to sudden oil shortages). This was our first 
foray to Cinderford and turnout was lower than usual although thanks to those who did make 
it along – more names added to our email list, and our first active teenager.  Great! 
 
We will be holding more awareness raising screening events around the District.  If you have 
been along to a couple and would like to get involved in organising more for your town, village 
or interest group, please let us know – the help would be really appreciated as we continue to 
progress the Transition model to the next step – Direct Networking.   
 
There are lots of existing groups already active or interested in issues pertinent to Transition, 
and our role is to bring these common interests together and learn from one another.  We are 
already making progress, with a booking by Redbrook WI for a talk on 10th January. The WI 
has a national campaign for its members to aim to reduce their carbon footprint by 20%!  If 
you know of members in a local WI group, please let them know of Transition.  We may even 
host a joint event on Climate Change – local issues and reducing your footprint – if there is 
interest. 
 
We have also made contact with the Federation of Small Businesses and The Local Strategic 
Partnership. 
 
 
Website  registration  
Please take time to register on our web forum if you can. We have set up discussion boards 
in each of those categories listed below (probably the future sub groups).  All you need to do 
is click on register and you will have access to more information on local issues and can input 
to the debate, share ideas or make suggestions. The framework is there and it could be a 
really valuable tool…..but only if people use it.  For help/advice in accessing please contact 
us.   
 
For those without regular internet access, let me know your areas of specific interest and we 
will aim to make sure you are kept up to date.  Similarly if you have a suggestion for a new 
category/subgroup let us know.  
 
Energy,  
Transport,  
Health and well-being,  
Communication,  
Food, farming and growing,  
Local governance,  
Entertainment,  
Local business and services,  
Waste & Recycling,  
Education and Community,  
Water resources and flooding,  
Tourism 
 
 
Social  Events  
On the evening of 7th October (after the food showcase) we held our first Seasonal 
Community Feast  - this time at the Dean Oak Cooperative in Parkend.  It really was a great 
event where people brought along locally grown produce to cook and share together.  
Organisation was simple, but it worked and was enjoyed by all. Thanks to Tim and Dean Oak 
for hosting.  Our winter feast will be in January.   
 
Our next social evening is Thursday 8th November at the Miners Arms at Whitecroft – an 
informal evening where members of the Steering group will be on hand to welcome 
newcomers and answer any questions.  There will also be more news of developments and a 
chance to test the Climate Talk awareness raising game mentioned at our last Newent event.  
 



Alternate social meetings will be at one of a number of Forest of Dean locations 
where individuals or businesses are already contributing in some way to our combined vision 
of a lower energy future.  We have a wealth of such activity here already and by visiting such 
sites we can all learn something new whilst also having fun. We hope next month’s event on 
the 5th December) will be at the Lower George in Newnham (TBC) where there will be 
information available about the work of the Camphill community.  If you have any suggestions 
for a place to visit or would like to offer to host a social event please get in touch. 
 
 
Visible Manifestations of our Transition 
  
Carbon calculator  
There are links on our website to an indepenedent carbon calculator where individuals input 
lifestyle data and are provided with a value for their carbon footprint.  We are currently 
reviewing further models and hope to arrive at a decision on the most useful/and user friendly 
tool.  We aim to encourage 100 people or more to use the agreed tool and we will then 
coordinate a summary of the information to share with the group.     
 
Most calculators take only minutes to complete and the summaries that are collated will not 
include sensitive data.  Please look out for a separate note on this soon.  The facts will be 
interesting I’m sure and ideally we would like to repeat the exercise after a year. 
 
Virtual Orchard  
A number of other Transition initiatives are planting a virtual orchard of edible fruit/nut trees by 
buying trees in bulk (at low cost) for collective individual or town/village/parish orders.   The 
idea is that not only will they provide a beautiful future food resource but will also be symbolic 
of the start of our local Transition.  Anyone interested in purchasing a tree, please let us know 
by email or at one of our events.  If there is enough interest we will coordinate a Transition 
FOD order for planting early next year.  
 
National Climate Change Rally – 8th December 
Robin Larkham is organising a coach for those interested in attending this annual march in 
London.  Around 50 of us went last year  - many with children.  There will be an address by 
George Monbiot (campaigner for more action to stop climate chaos, author of Heat and 
Guardian columnist).   The idea is simply a representation in numbers of the urgency needed 
for action.  For further information log onto www.campaigncc.org To book seats on the 
coach email Robin robinlarkham@hotmail.com. 
 
Transition FOD/SWEA Electrisave Library  
As mentioned last time, we have three Electrisave meters donated by the Severn Wye Energy 
Agency. They are simple to use and help to reduce power consumption by highlighting high 
energy activities. Please email Mark Moodie mark.es@aecb.net  if you would like to have one 
on loan (For Free!).  
 
Renewable Technology  Purchases  
Two state of the art log fired hot water/central heating boilers will be purchased this month (at 
massive discount as mentioned last time).  If you are serious about renewable technology 
purchases and interested in benefitting from possible discounts please let us know.  Likewise 
for solar hot water – a number of people are looking to buy next spring/summer. Contact 
andrew@woodlandsorganics.co.uk 
 
Climate Suppers are also now up and running and we await to hear feedback from John 
Seymour on how the first suppers went and whether the pyramid is working.  
 
Future themed Events 
We are currently planning a number of themed events for early 2008 which reflect the 
important issues raised so far and hopefully will bring our Transition initiative to a 
wider audience too.  These will also be an impetus for subgroup formation.  The 
areas identified so far are shown below, along with contact details of those 



earmarked to coordinate the events.  We would welcome help from interested parties 
for both planning, organising, promoting the events along with suggestions of key 
FOD individuals/organisations to invite along or approach directly for involvement.  
 
Agriculture and Food– contact Sue Clarke or Ken & Ann Allen to offer help   
clarke.sue@btopenworld.com  kenandann@kenandannallen.port995.com 
 
Energy Ð possibly a public event discussing the proposed Severn Barrage Ð people 
need the facts to form their own opinion. Contact Andrew Clarke or Al Jack  to offer 
help andrew@woodlandsorganics.co.uk al@sagehreentechnology.co.uk 
 
Transport Ð Our biggest contributor to our carbon footprint, and likely the most 
difficult to solve in a rural area.  Contact Mark Moodie to offer help 
mark.es@aecb.net. 
 
Health & well being/Heart and Soul Ð Supporting one another to make transition a 
positive experience that benefits all our health.  Inspirational speakers. Hope over 
gloom. Support against burnout. Implications of Peak Oil for health care. Contact 
Matt Dunwell to offer help matt.dunwell@virgin.net 
 
Climate Change 
We have access to a number of speakers now to complement our local expertise.  We 
also have interest from the WI climate challenge, and it may be worth organising a 
joint event/day.  Contact Sue Clarke clarke.sue@btopenworld.com  or Robin Larkham 
robinlarkham@hotmail.com to offer help. 
 
Other Notices 
Tuesday 13th November 8pm A general talk on Climate Change Wye WI group 
Chepstow. Roger Wade of the Environment Agency. More info from Marcus Perrin 
Marcus@Dellstars.plus.com 
  
25th November Transition Bristol. The Big Event at The Council House, College Green 
More info at www.transitionbristol.org 
 
 
SWEA at Mitcheldean is advertising for a welfare officer advising on energy (contact 
alison@swea.co.uk ASAP) 
 
 A Community Supported Agriculture project that was set up in Stroud is looking for a 
grower/coordinator. More details from Martin at Transition Stroud 
martinandkesty@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Thanks for all the encouragement and input.  Keep spreading the word 
about Transition; the more people who get involved the more difference 
we will make! Hope to see you or hear from you soon.   

Sue    
 
Sue Clarke  01594 529688 
Transition Forest of Dean 
www.transitionforest.org.uk 
  


