
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter: September, 2007 
  

Welcome to our first Newsletter  - Hopefully the first of many, and an ideal way to keep 
everyone informed on news and developments for our Transition to a vibrant low 
energy future in the Forest of Dean area.  If there is anything you would like to contribute to 
future editions please email me or call 01594 529688. 
  
Events Round Up 
A lot has been happening in the last month..... 
  
Screenings/Presentations 
Our first foray to the northern end of the District took us to The George at Newent on 24th 
August.  It was standing room only (over 100 people) for Andrew's presentation on climate 
change and a short Peak Oil film (Peak Oil: imposed by nature), featuring Dr Colin 
Campbell and a number of financial experts all spelling out the implications for Europeans as 
we near the end of the age of cheap oil. 
  
A similar event was repeated at The George at Mitcheldean on 12 September and, despite it 
being the evening of an important England football match, we still had a fair turnout.    
  
At both events we displayed feedback from all meetings to date and after question and 
answer sessions and a brief discussion, people had the opportunity to add additional 
comments and ideas to the summary posters.  These have now been written up and are 
available on the website forum under under the following categories.   
Energy,  
Transport,  
Health and well-being,  
Communication,  
Food, farming and growing,  
Local governance,  
Entertainment,  
Local business and services,  
Waste & Recycling,  
Education and Community,  
Water resources and flooding,  
Tourism 
  
Please take time to join in on the forum if you can and feel free to expand the 
comments/issues with any other suggestions or your own news snippets that may be of 
interest to others.  For those without regular internet access, let me know your areas of 
specific interest and we will aim to make sure you are kept up to date. Similarly if you have a 
suggestion for a new category let us know.  



  
The next screening event is at Newent Memorial Hall next Wednesday 3rd October 
starting at 7:30pm.  The format will include a DVD presentation on the Transition process 
(by the founder himself, Rob Hopkins) followed by an Open Space session exploring our local 
community responses.  Note: Open Space will be fully explained on the night.   It is a simple 
facilitation method which enables all present to input to participate in a discussion about the 
issues and possible solutions.     
  
Social/Networking 
Our first social gathering was held on 5th September at The Miners Arms in Whitecroft. It was 
great to see so many people and have a bit of a chance to network and chat around people's 
ideas and also answer questions about the Transition process.  We will be holding a regular 
monthly social event from now on and hope to see many of you coming along. It is also a 
good way to introduce new people to Transition in an informal atmosphere.   
  
Alternate meetings will be at one of a number of  Forest of Dean locations where individuals 
or businesses are already contributing in some way to our combined vision of a lower energy 
future.  We have a wealth of such activity here already and by visiting such sites we can all 
learn something new whilst also having fun. If you have any suggestions for a place to visit or 
would like to offer to host a social evening please let us know. 
  
The next social event is also our Autumn Community Feast. It will be held at the Dean 
Oak Cooperative in Parkend on the evening of Sunday 7th October  - see below for more 
details.   
  
Visible Manifestations of our Transition 
  
Autumn Community Feast 
The idea of coming together to cook and share local seasonal food as a community is 
exciting.  Sunday 7th October is the perfect date as it is the evening of the Forest Food 
Showcase ( a celebration of local food) at Beechenhurst.  Our feast venue - the Dean Oak 
cooperative at Parkend is an outdoor site ( tarpaulin/marquee will be put up) suitable for a 
large group. The cooperative will give a saw mill demonstration and it will be a chance to 
learn about their work using locally sourced timber.  They have also volunteered to make 
charcoal for the event as well as larch plates!   As well as provide logs and some benches to 
sit on.  All are welcome but we do need to know how many are coming.  So invite your 
family and friends but tell us how many ASAP (ideally before 2nd Oct) so we can 
finalise plans. 
  
Here's what we have in mind... 
  
We will run two large barbecues one for meat (bring your own) and the other to cook a 
warming vegetable soup or stew from produce that has been grown locally and ideally 
donated.  Please let us know what veg and how much you will bring - it would be great if 
we can hold the event with no need to purchase any!   If you don't have veg, why not bring 
some bread,fruit or a cake.  Just let us know what you intend to bring when you reply.  Or if 
you don't have a glut of veg or a flair with flour and are flexible as to what to bring - we will 
be reviewing all produce offers by 2nd Oct and can make specific suggestions for other items 
then.  Just tell us when you RSVP. 
  
Other suggested items to bring.... 
Bowl/Mug and cutlery 



Folding chairs or blankets to sit on if you'd like.  
Its easiest if everyone brings drink if they want it.  
  
Chopping veg together and cooking communally is a great way of kicking off a celebration.  If 
you want to be hands on and can arrive around 5pm or earlier let us know - all help 
greatly appreciated.  
  
We hope the evening will be free as far as possible, though for those unable to contribute 
produce or other help, a small donation to Transition FOD would be appreciated.  The 
evening is open to all in the community so feel free to encourage friends to come along and 
get involved. 
  
Transition FOD/SWEA Electrisave Library 
We have been kindly donated three Electrisave meters by the Severn Wye Energy Agency.   
These connect easily to your power supply and give a readout of electricity usage either in 
kWh or pence.  They educate homowners on the usage activities and help to reduce power 
consumption.  They normally cost about £70 to buy, but have considerable savings long term 
( mainly from the initial few weeks of usage.) The library is therefore an excellent idea and our 
first visible manifestation that together we are taking steps and making progress.  If you would 
like to take advantage of this library offer please email and we will be in touch. And if demand 
is high there may be more available from SWEA so hopefully the wait won't be too long.  
  
TFOD stand @ Forest Food Showcase 
We have been allocated an information stand at the Forest Food Showcase (also 7th October 
from 10am - 5pm) at Beechenhurst.  We have assembled some display posters and leaflets, 
but it would be good to have a few people there to tell others about Transition. Ideally we 
could do with two or three on the stall on a rota basis, please let us know if you are available 
to help.    
  
Renewable Technology Purchases 
A number of individuals have told us they are looking at purchasing solar hotwater systems or 
biomass (wood or woodchip) boilers.  If you are serious about this and interested in possible 
discounts please let us know. 
  
Thanks for all the support .  It's great making progress together! 
  
Hope to see you soon.   
  
Best Wishes 
  
Sue 
 
Sue Clarke 
01594 529688 
Transition Forest of Dean 
www.transitionforest.org.uk 
  
PS: Other upcoming dates... 
Friday 19th Oct - event in Cinderford details to be confirmed 
Thursday 8th Nov TFOD monthly social - venue to be confirmed 


